FOREWORD

An Open University functions through learning materials
publication and audio-visual modes. Constant experimentation and
research are an integral part of the development process. With this
objective and to give the necessary practice and confidence,
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University, the first Open University in India,
has been encouraging the teachers and faculty members as also student
support service functionaries to participate in seminars, research
workshops, etc., within the country and abroad. Simultaneously the
faculty is encouraged to apply for research projects and take up individual
or team research activity. Certain incentives are also offered to teachers
such as partial financing of publication and travel grants.
The faculty and the authorities are happy that these measures have
produced the desired results. The teachers have on their own displayed
the motivation to do research and publish the findings. The first collection
of research articles on distance education by Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open
University was brought out in August, 1994, titled 'Distance Education
An Interface' to coincide with the shifting to the new campus which was
inaugurated by the Prime Minister of India. Within a period of an year,
suggestions came from the faculty on the need for a second volume:
SYNERGY is the sequel to such suggestions.
Combined Effort
We have called this book SYNERGY as the combined efforts of
scholars, researchers and student service officials have gone into the
making of this volume. The scope of the papers is wide-ranging - strategic
planning, science lab training through distance mode, women's
education, management of the system, training and staff development,
etc. The diversity of research areas itself may serve as an eye-opener
to many who are engaged in managing the Open Learning and distance
education system. We plan to keep up the tempo of research and
publication including vocational education and books based upon
research or high-level professional workshops and seminars. One such
recent instance is the publication of the book titled "Quality Assurance
in Distance Education", released last month by the Chancellor of the
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